
PASTOR’S SCHOLARSHIP
On June 10th at the 9:00AM Mass, Father 
Eschbach presented this year’s Pastor’s 
Scholarships to four of our graduating 
high school seniors. These very deserv-
ing young members of our parish have 
distinguished themselves by joyfully 
sharing their gifts, talents and abilities 
with our church family.

This year’s recipients are:
Nick Cellini, son of John and Lisa 
Cellini, graduated from Bishop Shana-
han High School and will be going on to 
Delaware County Community College to 
prepare for a career in criminal justice 
and/or law enforcement.

Brandon Cresmer, son of Scott and 
Bernadette Cresmer, graduated from 
Coatesville High School and CAT- 
Brandywine and will be attending the  
Pittsburgh Technical Institute to major 
in multi-media applications.  

Molly McCracken, daughter of Bill and 
Robin McCracken, graduated from 
Bishop Shanahan High School and will 
be furthering her studies at St. Mary’s 
University where she will major in both 
International Relations and Spanish.

Chris Tiberi, son of Mark and Chris 
Tiberi, graduated from Malvern Prep 
and will be joining his brother Mark at 
Merrimack College where he will be 
majoring in Economics. 

The Pastor’s Scholarship is made 
possible this year through generous 
donations from our church family 
members -  Joe and Janice Dagney, Joe 
and Mary Ward and Damon and Donna 
Ireland.
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Forty-six of our Parish children received the Holy Eucharist for 
the first time on Saturday, May 12, 2012. Many thanks to OLC 
Director of Religious Education, Dee Cain, parishioners Erin 
Cupp and Robin McCracken and the Communicants' families for 
so beautifully preparing them for this significant milestone in 
their journey of Catholic faith. 

On Sunday, April 22, 2012, the Most Reverend Archbishop 
Charles J. Chaput conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation on 37 
children and 9 adults from our parish. It was a beautiful, reverent 
ceremony. The candidates were supported by their families, 
sponsors and parish community. Congratulations to the candi-
dates, their instructors - Dee Cain, Ann Appolloni, Brian Appol-
loni, Lisa Cellini and Kim Disanti -- and the OLC Music Ministry 
on making the day so special.
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Kevin, the youngest son of a devoutly Catholic family of five followed his St. 
Pat’s assistant pastor around from assignment to assignment, visiting the 
sick in local hospitals and the inmates in prison and  generally serving as an 
acolyte before deciding on his own calling. “He was Timothy to my Paul,” 
said the pastor, who fast-forwards many years to recall that young man, now 
Rev. Monsignor Kevin C. Lawrence.  

Then there’s Joe—just a high school boy at Sacred Heart when he came to 
his assistant pastor to tell him of his calling and to seek help from the priest 
who has turned into a life-long mentor and friend. “He’s among my greatest 
blessings,” maintains that no-longer-assistant pastor. The boy, now Rev. 
Monsignor Joseph P. Gentili, and his calling came during a difficult period, 
yet perhaps one of the most rewarding times for the mentor. “When I was at 
my lowest point, the Lord worked through me. I don’t take credit for any of 
it,” maintains the mentor. 

Then there was the 10-year old altar server, Kevin Amaya who grew to 
adulthood thinking of his pastor as “the closest thing to a father I’ve ever 
had.” Now a 42-year-old federal analyst and graduate student at Johns 
Hopkins University, Kevin says, “Over the years we’ve developed an ongoing 
relationship as good friends—in fact I’d say he’s my best friend. But I’ll not 
forget that he’s the reason I knew there was more to the world than what the 
neighborhoods of inner-city Philly had to offer when I was a young boy.”

Rev. Msgr. Gentili. Rev. Msgr. Lawrence. Kevin Amaya. These names may 
not be well known to us here at OLC, but we certainly know that assistant 
pastor turned mentor, father-figure and friend. These men were among the 
many in attendance to honor our pastor, Father Victor Eschbach, in 
celebrating 40 years of priesthood. Not because they had to be there, but 
because they were honored to celebrate this man they call friend.

Forty Years as an Instrument of God 

Covering a geographic area as far flung as the Philadelphia diocese itself, 
and traversing as many ups, downs and curves in the road as it would take
to drive from North Philly to the far reaches of Chester County, the story 
snippets we heard about Father Eschbach’s life before OLC really don’t do
justice to the impact he’s had on so many.

But you won’t get him to boast about his accomplishments. Instead he’ll 
laugh, joke and tell about how he preached the best sermons of his life 
when he was at his weakest, such as following his multiple surgeries and a 
near death experience. “It was the power of God that took over in my 
brokenness. There were periods in my life when I was miserable, but I don’t 
think God ever used me more powerfully,” Father notes. “He’s the strength 
in our weakness. God accomplishes good in us despite ourselves. I’m just 
the instrument he uses—no matter where I am or what I’m doing. 

“If I could just get people to believe that God loves each of us and He’ll use 
you just as you are. You just have to make yourself available to Him. That’s 
what I’ve learned from my life,” he maintains. “That God loves us no matter 
what state we’re in.”   

Taking Inspiration and Giving Back

Though there have been many chapters to the Victor Eschbach story, 
maybe the reason there were so many people at the celebration to honor 
him  was because he’s spent so much of his life devoted to helping others. 
During the party, we heard stories of how he stood up to gang members and 
made them his friends, got in the middle of drug fights to save young lives, 
and caught thieves robbing from the parish school armed with no more  
than a night stick, a flash light and a loyal dog.   

Honoring a Life of  Service
by Charlene McCaw

40 years of big impressions...
         one parishioner at a time.



Our Pastor’s Ponderings
by Father Victor J. Eschbach

Like many parents of the current crop of high 
school graduates, I am feeling the anxiety of 
seeing many of our dedicated young people 
leaving our parish nest to go off into the world 
and develop their futures. My concerns are 
very similar to those parents. I hope that they 
have internalized the values and the spiritual-
ity which we have taught them. I hope that 
their experience of Church was warm and 
loving and that they will always be a part of us 
wherever life takes them.

Reflecting on these concerns, I am taken back 
fifty years when my own parents experienced 
the leave-taking of three of us. My oldest 
sister, Margaret Mary, was married in Septem-
ber, 1961. Then Louise, the second eldest, 
was married in June, 1962; and I left to enter 
the Seminary in September, 1962, leaving 
just my youngest sister, Gerri, at home.

Caught up in our own excitement and anxiety 
in entering these new phases of our lives, I 
daresay none of us gave even a passing 
thought as to what our parents were thinking 
or feeling. I am sure none of us considered 
the loneliness they were feeling; the empti-
ness that came into their lives and their 
home; the fears for us that they had to 
swallow and dare not speak so as not to 
discourage us as we set forth. Our parents, 
very wisely, simply assured us of their love and 
support and wished us happiness and 
success.  

It is only now, some fifty years later, that I truly 
appreciate the self-sacrificing love that caused 
them to bury that pain deeply within 
themselves, put on those brave smiles that 
masked the tears, embrace us warmly, and 
send us happily on our way.

Recently, on June 1st, the Feast of St. Justin 
Martyr, I preached that real love always 
involves some level of martyrdom, a dying to 
self for the sake of God or another. The leave-
taking of this year’s graduates, as they seek to 
make their own way in the world, is truly a 
martyrdom for their parents.

Therefore, as the early Christians did when 
those about to be martyred in the Coliseum 
approached their fate, we salute you and pray 
for you, Parents of the Graduates of 2012, as 
you bid Godspeed to your children whom God 
has given you to raise for this moment in their 
lives.

Your brother in Christ,

From left to right:  Msgr. Kevin Lawrence, Msgr. Pat Sweeney, Msgr. Charles Vance, Fr. Ignatius Marneni,
Fr. John Large, Fr. Robert Vogan, Fr. Stephen Thorne, Fr. Thomas Rossi, Fr. James Melle, Fr. Michael Hennelly,

Msgr. Joseph Gentili and Fr. John Van de Paer.  In attendance but not pictured:  Fr. Charles O'Hara

Taking his inspiration from
another great churchman,
Father Eschbach counts among 
his defining moments, “seeing the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. stand up to those firehoses, and 
take a stand against all that hate and evil in the world,” Father recalled. “That’s when I knew I wanted 
to do something that would really make a difference. I didn’t see a black man, a Baptist preacher, I saw 
it as something the church was doing. He was a churchman, who showed me that tremendous courage 
against evil can have an impact. That’s when I thought, ‘That’s where I want to be’,” says Father. “Dr. 
King has always been my inspiration.” 

In discussing his decision to join the priesthood and his 40 years as a priest, Father Eschbach noted that 
he has tried to live his life according to one of Dr. King’s quotes that has become his own motto, “I just 
want to be there in love and in justice and in truth and in commitment to others, so that we can make 
of this old world a new world.”

It seems he’s well on his way to making that new world a reality. Whether in North Philly, Royersford or 
Parkesburg, he’s always been a “big man who’s made big impressions,” according to Rev Msgr. Lawrence 
at Father’s anniversary Mass. And he’s doing it one step, one parishioner, one day at a time. As an instru-
ment of God.

It is impossible to acknowledge and thank everyone who helped to make Father Eschbach's 40th 
Anniversary celebration so special within the space limitations of this newsletter.  Please visit 
http://www.olcconnection.com/ for more photos and information about all the thoughtful effort made by 
OLC parishioners, Father's family and his former parishioners.  Thanks to everyone who planned and 
attended this joyous event!

Look for more on the chapters in the life of Father Eschbach in Part 2 of this series in our next 
OLC newsletter… you just might find out how he came to bring an Ordained Evangelist to 
introduce Gospel music to the Catholic liturgy in the early ‘70s. Stay tuned for more!  
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Understanding Others
“Where in the past I would get 

frustrated, I think I am able now 
to be more loving. I really don't 

know what is going on in another 
person's heart, and I don't know 

the pain others are going 
through. I pray for the grace to 

not judge others.”
From Hiking the Camino:

500 Miles With Jesus
by Fr. Dave Pivonka, T.O.R.

Cafe Corner by Paul Harkins 

This fall, Café will offer Father Robert Barron’s series,
Catholicism, on Thursday nights from 6:30 to 8:30PM in the 
Schneider Parish Center. The series, presented on DVD,
will begin on Thursday, September 13th and run
through November 29th.

But what is the Catholicism Series?
“Simply the most vivid catechism ever created; a
high-def illustrated manuscript for the twenty-first
century; the best-ever film about the Catholic faith.”
-Brad Miner, The Catholic Thing blog

With creator and host Father Robert Barron, you
will learn what Catholics believe and why, while
being immersed in the art, architecture, literature,
beliefs and practices of the Catholic tradition. Filmed
in 50 locations throughout 15 countries, the Catholicism
DVD series is on-location and in the streets illustrating the 
splendor of the global Church. The Adult Formation Program 
expands and reinforces the content of the DVD’s with extensive 
commentary and questions for understanding and application.

Renovation of OLC Garden Grotto of Mary
 by Alan Reger

Parishioner Matthew Labar has been active in the parish as a lector as well
as a member of the youth music ministry, playing drums or guitar at the
Sunday noon Mass. So, as a Boy Scout in Troop 16 sponsored by Pope John
Paul II Elementary School in Coatesville, it seemed natural to him to select
an Eagle Scout project that would benefit his home parish. Noticing that
Our Lady’s grotto next to the church had fallen into disrepair, Matthew
found his project – renovation of the grotto.

After developing a detailed plan and receiving approval from Father
Eschbach and his Scout Master, Matthew was able to begin the actual
renovation. With the help of 15 other Boy Scouts, the stones of the grotto
were power washed and repointed as needed, the wooden back and seat of
the grotto bench were replaced, a retaining wall of garden edgers was built,
bushes were trimmed and flowering bulbs were planted. After 150 hours
of planning and execution over 4 months, the project was complete. For his efforts, Matthew was awarded the rank of
Eagle Scout at his Boy Scout Board of Review in January 2012. 

When asked if he would like to say anything to the parishioners, Matthew replied, “Thank you for all the support that I have 
received through the years.” Well, Matthew, thank you for all your efforts and especially for your work on the grotto – it looks 
GREAT!

In late August, Matthew leaves for Susquehanna University where he will pursue a degree in Music Education.
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