
 

 
Let’s just consider for a moment what 
would happen if we really cultivated, 
if you will, the soil of our hearts – 
plowing and loosening its hardness with a really humble confession of our 

sins; removing the rocks of doubt, despair and depression by reaffirming 

our faith, uniting ourselves with our blessed Mother at the foot of the Cross 

by praying the Rosary; joining our pain and brokenness to that of Christ, 

pleading for healing and comfort; and 

tearing out the thorns of selfishness and 

self-absorption by recognizing that our 

wealth is not our own, but bestowed by the 

generosity of God so that we might give alms 

to the poor and build up God’s Kingdom on 

earth by contributing as generously as we 

have been given of our time, talents

and treasure to the work of 

His Church.

Week after week God plants a new seed of his love in you in Word and 
Sacrament. Is your heart providing the right condition? If so, where is 
your yield?”  

-- From Fr. Eshbach’s homily on July 13, 2014, the 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

LOCATIONS & SCHEDULE

Our Lady of Consolation Parish 
603 W. 2nd Ave, Parkesburg, PA 19365

Schneider Parish Center
2995 Cemetery Rd, Parkesburg, PA 19365

St. Malachi's of Doe Run 
76 St. Malachi Rd, Cochranville, PA 19330

Daily Mass 
8:30 AM    Monday through Friday at OLC       

Weekend Mass 

SATURDAY
5:00 PM    Vigil Mass at OLC
7:00 PM    Vigil Mass in Spanish at OLC

SUNDAY
8:00 AM    Our Lady of Consolation Church 
9:30 AM    St. Malachi Church 
11:00 AM  Schneider Parish Center  

Holy Days  
8:30 AM and 7:00 PM at OLC 

Confession 
6:00 PM Saturday at OLC
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Many of you have read the book “Rebuilt” and perhaps even 
attended a group discussion held at a parishioner’s home 
recently. What initially attracted me to “Rebuilt” were the 
good reviews I received from a number of priest friends who 
had read it. It sounded like it addressed the malaise 
presently spreading throughout the Catholic Church in 
general, which is something that really concerns me.

As I’ve stated at the “Rebuilt” meetings I’ve attended, my 
first reading of Parts I and II left me totally depressed. It 
seemed that my 42 years of priestly work had been all 
wrong. And essentially it has been, if you accept the authors’ 
contention that we have lost sight of the basic mission 
Christ established for his Church:  “Go, make disciples…”

by Father Victor J. Eschbach How are we exercising our faith? Are we like most people who are waiting for the “perfect” time to get involved? 
Many of us are losing out on the thing we need most by “waiting.” In 2 Corinthians 6:2 we read that “Now is the 
accepted time.” Now is the time we must exercise our faith and accept that free gift God has given us, His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  
 
If we agree that faith is an action word, then we must be able to look at ourselves and see how much faith we 
are acting on. When I talk to people about getting involved or becoming better stewards with their resources, 
one of the most frequent responses I receive is, “I will give more money when I get more money,” or “I will give 
more of my time when I have more time.” That sounds like a rational response but it’s backwards. It’s like me 
saying, “I will start to exercise as soon as I lose weight and have more energy.” A trainer would tell me that I 
have to work out first in order to lose weight and have more energy. When we’re not generous with the time, 
talents and money God gives us now, we should not expect God to give us more. When we are generous with the 
little we have now, then we should expect God to give us more, as His word promises -- ”you have been faithful 
with a little, I will trust you with more.” (Matthew 25:23)

Become a 
Better Steward 
Seek out ways 
to share your 
time, talents & 
treasure with 
our Parish
by Joe Dagney 

For more information on stewardship, establishing a household budget or to 
become more involved in any ministry, please contact the Director of Religious 
Education, Jdagney@gmail.com or Father Eschbach at the Rectory.

Six Main Principals God Wants to Teach Us 

Ownership - God owns it all, everything we have is a gift from 
God. We are commanded to be good stewards of the resources 
He gives us.

Work - We should “work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 
man” (Col. 3:23)

Give - the way we show our love for God and others is in how 
we give. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son.” (John 3:16)  The best example ever of giving! 

Save - It is especially important and wise to save for short-term 
emergencies and long-term goals. “For a wise man saves for 
the future but the foolish man spends whatever he gets.” 
(Proverbs 21:20)

Spend - How we use the money God allows us to have is 
important to God. How we spend, save, give and invest our 
money is important to God. Being a good steward of God’s 
resources means having a budget, with God at the top of it.

Contentment - God cares about each of His children and 
wants us all to be content in this life - that means we do set 
goals and work for better circumstances, but it also means that 
we know God wants His very best for us!

(Daveramsey.com/ bible lessons)
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There is a biblical formula for contentment and generosity with our money. The 
bible tells us knowing these principals and then applying them to our lives will 
help lead us to peace and joy. In addition to knowing and applying them, we 
must also teach them to others we care about, especially family members. 
 
What would your life be like if you really trusted God? What would be different 
if you really gave Him control over your life and you let Him take you where He 
wants you to be? I will tell you this, His plan for your life is much better than 
your plan for your life! He has so much in store for us and promises “to be with 
us always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

"Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first 
fruits of all your produce."  Proverbs 3:9 
Do you pay God first or from whatever is left over? 
 

The start of a new school year seems to bring a feeling of starting over, even if 
we’ve been out of school for many years. This school year, take the step of faith. 
Put giving at the top of your budget. Choose a specific amount or percentage 
and write that check every month. Give more generously for one year. God’s 
word commands this, but it also offers a promise. I like taking God up on His 
promises! Here is the command and the promise:
 
"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My 
house, and test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for 
you the windows of heaven and pour out 
for you a blessing until it overflows.”

I had to humbly acknowledge that Jesus had much more in mind than simply ministering to “churched” Catholics, 
many of whom the authors of “Rebuilt” define as “consumer Catholics,” those “who utilize the grace of God for forgive-
ness and the services of the Church for special occasions, but do not give their lives and innermost thoughts, feelings 
and intentions over to the kingdom of heaven. Such Catholics are not inwardly transformed and not committed to it.”  
The fact is, I have allowed my priesthood to be defined by “consumer Catholics” and in so doing, I have not been doing 
what Christ called me and the entire Church to do, which is to “Go, make disciples”. As I reflected on this concept, I 
realized it wasn’t just me, it was the way in which all diocesan priests had been trained to preach to and provide Sacra-
ments for “churched” Catholics. I suppose that worked really well when the Church was the center of community life 
and the whole neighborhood was basically “Catholic.” Since that time, however, our world has changed and our Catho-
lic people have changed, but quite frankly, the “institutional church” at all levels – and specifically for our purpose here, 
the “parish church” -- have not kept up. 
 
Today, people have many demands on their time. They’re accustomed to addressing their own wants and needs, and 
are finding their lives comfortable without the church in it. To put it another way, there are fewer “consumer Catholics” 
consuming leaving “the faithful remnant” to work at maintaining the parish for those occasions when “the consumer 
Catholics” feel a need – be it a baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, wedding, or funeral. When “the faithful 
remnant” can no longer shoulder the burden of maintaining the parish and it’s closed, the “consumer Catholics” 
scream the loudest about losing “their” church. There is something very wrong and unjust with this picture.

It is very apparent to me that we, as a parish, have to change or we’ll die. First we must change our attitude -- the 
Church is not here to serve us, but is the means through which we are to serve in Christ’s name. Membership in the 
Church is not an entitlement to receive certain spiritual “goodies,” but a privilege to which we have been called in 
Christ Jesus to serve in His name. Sunday Mass isn’t something to fit into an already busy schedule, but an opportunity 
to celebrate the work that God has done “with us and through us and in us” each week.

NOW IS THE ACCEPTABLE TIME!  NOW IS THE TIME OF SALVATION!  NOW IS THE TIME TO REBUILD! 
This is an exciting time to be a parishioner at OLC – get on board and help to make our great parish even better! 

Love,

“Rebuilt: Awakening the Faithful, Reaching the Lost, and Making Church Matter” published in 2013, was written by parish 
priest Rev. Michael White and his lay associate Tom Corcoran. It describes how they transformed a declining church in 
Timonium, MD into a vibrant and growing Catholic community. Many of the methods used have already being implemented 
at OLC. Please take the time to read “Rebuilt”, available on amazon.com or by calling the rectory at 610-857-3510. Join an 
upcoming group discussion by contacting Tom Shaw at _________________. 



Protestants and 
a woman led me 

to OLC. And 
Father Eschbach

is the reason I 
became a 

parishioner.

Around this time, I began dating a wonderful woman named Kathleen Moran. We had similar childhoods as she 
also went to a Catholic grade school, high school, and university. However, unlike me, she never stopped practicing 
her faith. Feeling ashamed and wanting her to like me, I looked up my closest parish, and began attending OLC.  

At the first Mass I attended at OLC, the gospel reading was the story of Zacchaeus, the short tax collector. 
During his homily, Fr. Eschbach described his mental image of Zacchaeus as “Danny DeVito from “Taxi” or, for 
you young people, from “It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia.” In 30 years of going to Mass, that was the funniest 
homily I had ever heard. Right then, I knew I would be coming back again. The message of Jesus leading a lost 
soul, who happened to be a tax collector, back to the community was not lost on me, either. Like Zaccchaeus, I 
work in finance (but I am not short). 

I believe God was working through some determined Protestants, my future wife, and Fr. Eschbach to lead me back to my Catholic 
family. And I will forever be grateful to OLC for this. Now I pray that Fr. Eschbach’s homily for our October 11th wedding (pictured 
above) at OLC will be as good as that first one!

In May, our parish realized a goal to provide assistance to 
our nation’s heroes -- our veterans -- by working with 
David’s Drive 831. The parish community demonstrated 
its generosity by providing enough in monetary donations to purchase two beds for homeless 
veterans (David’s Drive 831 has purchased 149 beds since their inception in 2010) and collecting 
$75,000 in apparel (195 pairs of underwear, 156 pairs of socks, and 105 tee shirts) which David’s 
Drive 831 delivered to the Coatesville Veteran’s Center on Memorial Day.

DAVID’S
DRIVE
by Joe McCormick 831

The Housing and Urban Development - Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) began implementing a program at the 
Coatesville VA Medical Center to provide housing vouchers to aid homeless veterans to live independently in Chester, Delaware and 
Montgomery Counties. To date, DD831 has supplied 149 veterans with a new bed and a “DD831 starter kit” which contain essentials 
for the bedroom, kitchen and bathroom. To see how you can contribute to DD831, please visit davidsdrive831.org

DD831 founders, Dave and Joy Turner, are grateful to OLC for the generosity and the opportunity 
to speak at Mass about their mission to keep their son’s memory alive by supporting the men and 
women who protect our nation’s freedom. Since 2010, DD831 has donated more than 4,000 
pounds of food to families in need, contributed towards the construction of a new wing at the
South Eastern Veterans Center in Spring City, and sent care packages to military personnel serving 
around the world. DD831 has donated $155,000 worth of underwear, socks and tee shirts to hospitalized veterans, and wrapped and 
delivered nearly 3,500 Christmas gift boxes filled with special treats to patients receiving treatment in VA Medical Centers. 

What OLC Means to Me  by Nick Smith 
I went to Catholic grade schools for 9 years (St. Louis in Yeadon and St. Andrew’s in 
Drexel Hill), and was an altar boy for 4 of those years. I went to a Catholic high school 
(Monsignor Bonner) for 4 years, then spent 4 more years at a Catholic university (Notre 
Dame), going to Mass with my roommates at our dorm chapel every week. I even got my 
Master’s from a Catholic university (Villanova).  

But like too many others, I stopped going to Mass every Sunday in my 20s. I rationalized
it in different ways, but the truth is I was lazy. Shortly after buying my home in Sadsbury 
Township, I would frequently have Protestants from local churches knock on my door to 
ask me questions about my faith, provide me literature, and attempt to talk me into 
joining their church. I would always politely explain that I was Catholic and not interested. 
After a few of these occurrences, I began to feel like a hypocrite because although I identified as a Catholic, I was not practicing my 
faith the way I knew I should.



“I truly enjoyed every minute of my 18 years with you. Most 
of all, I will miss the regular contact with my many friends. 
In that regard, I am providing the following information for 
those who would like to drop me a note at my new 
residence:  Rev. John Van de Paer, CICM, 4675 25th Street, 
N., Arlington, VA  22207-3518. Thank you again and know 
that I will always keep you in my thoughts and prayers.”  

 -- Fr. John

A. On MONTH DAY, Father Eschbach celebrated a 
traditional First Holy Communion ceremony with 00 
very special boys and girls, their proud parents, and 
welcoming members of the OLC church family. 
Congratulations to our Communicants and thanks to 
everyone who made this day so special for them!  B. On 
June 1, 2014, a grateful parish celebrated a Festival of 
Gratitude in honor of Dee Cain, Joan Halter and Fr. 
John Van de Paer and their many years of dedicated 
service to the OLC community.  C.  A snapshot of our 
vibrant youth captures OLC’s annual Vacation Bible 
School, held during the last week of July 2014. Over 00 
children, from preschool ages through fifth grade, 
attended the program, PROGRAM NAME, where they 
learned that “BIBLE VERSE” Mark 10:27.

A Letter of Thanks from Fr. John

Parish EventsParish Events
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OLC CONNECTION  TEAM:   Maureen McCormick, Newsletter Coordinator . Paul Harkins, Café Corner . Bill Mann, Editor and Printing Advisor . Charlene McCaw, Contributing Editor . Alan Reger, Contributing 

Editor . Marty Sannino, Parish Website Administrator . Rev. Victor J. Eschbach, Pastor . Joy Jackson, moxieINK Design, Graphic Designer.  Special thanks to parishioners Brian Appolloni, Janice Dagney, Donna 

Imbierowicz and Donna Martin for providing the beautiful photos in this edition. The OLC Connection newsletter is a monthly to bi-monthly publication depending on church events and news. Our team 

wishes to thank all of the people who assisted us in preparing this edition. If you would like to join our team, please contact us at olcconnection@olcchurch.org.

Every year, OLC recognizes graduating high school 
seniors with a $500 scholarship awarded to those who 
have exhibited Servants’ Hearts in extraordinary 
service to our parish community.

After consultation with Pastoral Council, at 12 noon 
Mass on June 8th, Fr. Eschbach was pleased to award 
this honor to this year’s Pastor’s Scholars, highlighted 
above. Fr. Eschbach is most grateful to the Dagney, 
DiSanti and Joseph Ward families for their assistance 
in funding these scholarships.  

Graduates:  Benjamin Cardine, Matthew Cellini, Emilie Rose Cardine & John Sheridan  

SERVANT’ HEARTS
SCHOLARSHIPS

For more information 
about any of CAFÉ's 
classes please email 
olccafeteam@gmail.com

This fall has been a very busy time for CAFÉ, our Catholic Adult Faith Enrichment group. On 
Sunday mornings in September, we hosted “Refresh and Renew”, an opportunity for parents of 
PREP students, and all other adult parishioners, to increase their knowledge, understanding, 
and appreciation of our Catholic faith. This Adult Sunday School began with a three-part 
presentation called "Flesh and Blood Needs Flesh and Blood: A Catholic Perspective on Love, 
Work, and Loneliness". The presentation was led by parishioner Patrick Fleming, who has a 
Master's degree in Theology from the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage 
and Family in Washington, D.C. The Sunday program continued with episodes from the highly 
acclaimed "Catholicism" DVD series hosted by Father Robert Barron. Father Barron is an 
engaging speaker who uses modern media to rekindle an enthusiasm for our Catholic faith.

The CAFÉ team continues to offer in-depth studies on Thursday evenings. Starting in October, 
we are presenting a brand new Father Barron series called "Priest, Prophet, King.” This 
six-week class shows how these three roles were foreshadowed in the Old Testament, and 
explains how Jesus is the New Testament fulfillment of them. Each class begins with a DVD 
presentation and then transitions to lively discussion in small groups.

CAFÉ will lead a Consecration to Mary following the St. Louis de Montfort devotion starting in 
early November. This is an opportunity to draw closer to Jesus through the Blessed Mother,   
                 and will conclude on December 8 when we   
                 celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate   
                 Conception. We will also be offering our   
                 traditional Advent Study, a chance to   
                 prepare for the blessed feast of Christmas by  
                    meeting in small faith-sharing  groups and  
           studying the upcoming Scripture   
            readings for the four Sundays of Advent.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Vestibulum quis neque 
risus. Donec iaculis semper consectetur. Morbi hendrerit id lorem vitae scelerisque. 
In diam risus, finibus convallis pulvinar quis, interdum quis diam. Ut vel diam eros. 
Sed nec enim nec mi scelerisque ullamcorper. Pellentesque at gravida nisi.


