
NEWS & UPDATES
Early Learning Center

OPEN HOUSE
Get a sneak peek of 
the ELC on March 
28th and 29th from 
6 PM to 7 PM at the 
Schneider Parish 
Center, lower level

Over the past ten years, hundreds of children have passed through our doors. Not only do our children 
receive an age appropriate academic experience, they receive a spiritual one as well.

The best testimony about the incredible value of the Early Learning Center (ELC) comes from our 
current and past families who offer wonderful words of praise and thanks for our programs and 
teachers. In fact, my favorite testimony over the years comes from a recently retired registrar at our 
local school district who remarks at how advanced the Early Learning Center students are on the first 
grade assessment compared to other students! I love hearing that, not for our benefit, but because I 
know that our students are ready academically, socially, emotionally and most importantly spiritually. 

Family is an extremely big part of our school. Family and school working as one leads to a successful 
and rewarding experience. We provide many 
opportunities for families to get involved and 
it is truly wonderful to see a healthy school
environment where all the parties work 
together for the benefit of your child. Add to 
these elements the dedicated faculty of the 
school -- a family in their own right. They 
are beyond compare and are always ready  
to go the extra mile for the sake of a child. 
The teachers, aides, and all our support 
staff share a common vision, commitment,  
faith and goal.  That goal is to prepare these
young minds for this journey we call life.  

God has called us to this mission, but we 
need your help to continue the journey  
and spread the word! I’m sure you know families 
who would benefit from the educational opportunities the ELC offers. Our local public school holds 
every other day kindergarten, yes; you read that correctly, kindergarten every other day.  Some parents 
don’t want that type of schedule for their children. You can tell them about our full day-everyday 
program. By choosing our school, parents will also be spending less on tuition than at a typical daycare 
alternative. Even if you no longer have school aged children, you can make a contribution to the ELC 
to help a struggling family continue providing an excellent education for a young mind!

We need you and we look forward to the next leg of the journey... together!

Welcome from Our Director Janice Dagney

Our Mission 
We believe that each child is a 
special gift from God to be  
nurtured, formed, and educated.

Through coordinated, planned 
educational activities, your 
child will gradually develop 
intellectually, socially, and 
spiritually. In a safe and well- 
organized environment, your 
child will experience various 
age-appropriate activities for 
cognitive development.  
Constructive and free play bring 
together a child’s social skills. 
A knowledge of God--the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit--helps your 
child understand and live our 
Catholic beliefs.  

                  I highly recommend starting your child in the two-year   
program.  Miss Shelly and Miss Tammy create a loving and warm 
environment that’s a perfect introduction to school. The children 
learn to listen and play with each other, and begin to understand 
the routine of attending school.  
- Adriana and Max Stephens

            A full day of kindergarten allows time for art, music, fitness,    
   cooking, and field trips as well as reading, writing, math, science,  
    and social studies.  I am amazed by how many songs, prayers,  
     facts, and ideas my daughter comes home talking about. 
       - Dr. & Mrs. Michael and Trisha Mangan
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2  Year Old Pre-School Class  |  Monday or Wednesday  |  9:15 AM to 11:15 AM

The children, along with their certified teacher and caring aide, gather together 
for free play and developmentally appropriate socialization and learning activities. 
The class joins together for circle time, which includes a good morning song, 
weather bear, fingerplays, songs,  a story, small group centers and snack. Each 
class focuses around a theme and the children do a craft that matches the theme, 
giving each child an opportunity to use a variety of materials throughout the year. 

3 Year Old Pre-School Class  |  Tuesday & Thursday  |  9:00 AM to 11:30 AM

This program is made up of two classes, each with a certified teacher, a qualified 
aide and children who who will turn 3 on or before September 1st. A typical day 
includes cooperative play, computer time, circle time, snack time and small 
group centers that go with the theme of the day  The centers are chosen to 
reinforce large and small motor skills, age appropriate academic skills and social 
skills. We pray daily and each month we reinforce or learn a specific color, 
shape, and nursery rhyme. Our class goes on two field trips a year. We visit 
Cherry Crest Farm in the fall and Springton Manor in the spring.
 
4 Year Old Pre-School Class  |  Monday, Wednesday, Friday  |  9:00 AM to 11:30 AM 
This program is made up of two classes, each with a certified teacher and 
qualified aide. The children participate in circle time in which large group 
instruction helps them learn school social skills such as, taking turns when 
sharing ideas, listening to others, following rules in group games, and participating 
in group musical activities. Academic skills are taught through daily alphabet and 
math activities. Children also break into small groups and rotate through various 
fun and educational center activities based on the letter of the week or the theme 
being taught. This time is wonderful for learning, speaking and listening skills, 
academic skills and fine motor skills.

Pre-K Class  |  Monday -  Thursday  (Optional Friday)  |  12:30 PM to 3:00 PM 

The program is taught by a certified teacher and a qualified aide and is made up 
of children who have missed the deadline for kindergarten or those who are just 
not ready for the kindergarten experience yet. The children are given one-on-one 
learning experiences with an emphasis on pre-reading skills, letter and letter 
sound recognition, and student-directed activities, with very few teacher-directed 
activities. We use a hands-on approach with all of our activities such as cooking, 
science, math, art, and pre-reading. Children in this class begin the skill of writing. 
We also go on several fun and exciting field trips during the school year.

Kindergarten Class  |   Monday - Friday  |  8:50 AM  to 2:50 PM 

We provide students with an environment based on our Catholic faith where 
they can play together, learn together, and most importantly, learn of Jesus’ love for 
them. Activities promote maximum physical, cognitive, emotional, social and 
spiritual development. Children are encouraged to solve problems independently, 
develop respect for others and to work well in groups. Teachers work to increase 
attention span, encourage cooperation and sharing and to stimulate each child’s 
thought process for greater understanding, awareness, and curiosity. Emphasis is 
placed on basic academic skills to assure greater success in primary grades.

Our Programs
Now accepting registrations for the 2012-2013 school year in all classes! Visit us online at
www.olcelc.com for more information.

Each child is a special gift from God. 

The most dedicated teaching and support staff.

Get in touch! Our Lady Of Consolation . Early Learning Center . 603 West Second Avenue . Parkesburg, PA 19365 . 610-857-1163 . olcelc1163@gmail.com . www.olcelc.com

Family is an extremely big part of our school. 

A warm, loving, Christ-centered, educational setting.



Each year we ask our parents what we can do to provide a better preschool experience. This year we saw a need for a longer preschool 
day. Since we aim to please, the ELC introduces two new programs designed to meet the needs of our families.

NEW! You Asked for More & We Delivered!

These classes will be offered if the minimum number of children required is met. If you are interested in our new programs, or any of our programs, 
please call 610-857-1163 for more information or to get registered today!

Meet Our Staff

Get in touch! Our Lady Of Consolation . Early Learning Center . 603 West Second Avenue . Parkesburg, PA 19365 . 610-857-1163 . olcelc1163@gmail.com . www.olcelc.com

Kindergarten Readiness
This new full day program is 
designed for children ages 4 
or 5 and will meet Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

Enrichment Experience
This new class is geared for 3 and 4 year old children who 
may not be ready for a full day experience. Classes meet 
once a week for 8 to 10 weeks. Each class centers around a 
specific theme (ie. science, art, music). Parents can take 
advantage of one or all of these enrichment classes.      

Our teachers with Santa!

Janice Dagney          Director & Kindergarten Teacher
Mrs. Dagney received her B.S. in Education from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania and attended graduate school at West Chester University. 
Certified in Elementary Education, she taught 6th grade in a San Antonio 
School District, coached several sports teams, raised a family and in 2002, 
she and Miss Karen began the ELC.

Carol  Egan          Assistant Director
Mrs. Egan received her B.S in Education from S.U.N.Y. Geneseo and her 
M.S. in Education from Syracuse University. She is certified in Elementary 
Education and as a Supervisor and Principal. For the past 35 years, Mrs. 
Egan has worked as an elementary school teacher, gifted program teacher 
and supervisor, and adjunct professor of education at three universities. 

Shelly Carr          2 ½  and 3-year-old Preschool Teacher & Assistant Director
Miss Shelly received her B.S in Education from Lock Haven University and 
Holy Family College. She is certified in Early Childhood and Elementary 
education. Miss Shelly has substituted, taught 1st grade, was a reading 
teacher and spent 3 years teaching the 4-year-old-class at Curiosity Corner.

Karen Kibler         4-year-old Preschool / 5-year-old Pre-Kindergarten Teacher
Miss Karen received her B.S in Education at Millersville University. She is 
certified in Elementary Education and has been educating young children 
in a daycare and preschool setting for more than 20 years. She decided to 
join Mrs. Dagney in opening the ELC in 2002.  

Jennifer Kerstetter          4-year-old Preschool Teacher
Miss Jen received her B.S. in Education at West Chester University and is 
certified in Elementary Education. She has taught kindergarten, 1st, 5th, 
6th, 7th and 8th grades for more than seven years.

Sharon Delestienne           4-year-old Aide
Miss Sharon has a B.S. in Microbiology and 12 years experience volunteer-
ing with children, including at the preschool and elementary school levels, 
and as a den leader with Cub Scout Pack 20 for five years.

Tammy Tygielski          2 ½  and 3-year-old Aide
Miss Tammy’s lifelong love of children has inspired her to babysit, teach 
Bible School, volunteer at the ELC and act as a Core Team member of the 
Life Teen/Edge program. 

Kim Della Penna       4-year-old Aide
Miss Kim has always been around children, spending many summers 
babysitting and as a park and recreational counselor.  She has spent time 
teaching sports, arts and crafts and storytelling.  

Donna Martin         Lunch Bunch Coordinator
A member of the church for over 20 years, Miss Donna became a 
Eucharistic Minister to take communion to the elderly and sick. She also 
oversees the kitchen duties at the Schneider Parish Center for certain 
events, is a member of the Hospitality Committee and a Core Member for 
the EDGE program.

Sigrid Snow          Stay 'N' Play Coordinator
Mrs. Snow is active in the parish community and has been involved in the 
Life Teen program since its beginning. As a dedicated mother and 
grandmother, she enjoys being with the teens as much as the little ones.

We don’t have enough room here to truly sing the praises of our teachers and support sta�!  Visit our sta� page at www.olcelc.com for more details.



Praise from our Parents
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Father Eschbach & Clifford

a message from our pastor
My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

While all the ministries of our parish are important, there are none
more important than our Early Learning Center (ELC). Every study on 
American education today shows that the earlier a child begins school, 
the better prepared they are to further their education and achieve 
success in life. Add to that the values-centered education we offer at our 
ELC. We provide the opportunity for our children to be successful, not 
just in the ways of the world, but also grounded in a Gospel, Christ-
centered life that leads to eternal life. This is the challenge we’re 
committed to in the ministry of our ELC.

early learning opportunities to be found in Chester and Lancaster 
Counties for children from 2 ½ years of age through all-day kindergarten.

What makes us the best? Without a doubt, we have the most dedicated 
teaching and support staff any child will encounter in any educational 
setting throughout their lives. Every member of our staff takes a personal 
interest in each child and every family.  Their work-day doesn’t end with 
the school day. They plan their teaching to meet the individual needs of 
each child in their classroom. When there are difficulties, they make 
themselves available to parents by phone or in person. They are simply 
relentless in giving each and every child  the best they have.

When you put the dedicated teachers we have together with the small 
class sizes, you are placing your child in a warm,  loving, Christ-centered, 
challenging educational setting.  Is there a cost for this? Sure there is!  
But we have done -- and will continue to do -- all that we can to make 
that cost as little as possible.

Please take some time to prayerfully consider giving your child or 
grandchild the best start in life at our ELC! 

Your brother in Christ,

                  I highly recommend starting your child in the two-year   
program.  Miss Shelly and Miss Tammy create a loving and warm 
environment that’s a perfect introduction to school. The children 
learn to listen and play with each other, and begin to understand 
the routine of attending school.  
- Adriana and Max Stephens

         I feel that my daughter has progressed greatly due to her 
learning experience at the ELC. The program gives the children the 
ability to work on their strengths and helps them with their 
weaknesses.  There is more of a focus here than in public school. 
 - J. Yosko

         The ELC has an incredible program that fosters social skills and 
learning skills. I love the way the teachers support each other and 
work together. They create a positive and safe experience for all of 
the children.
 - Julie Bicking

        Sending our son to the ELC was not an easy decision. To be 
honest, the cost was a big roadblock. But after thinking it through, the 
benefits far outweighed the costs. I work part-time and our alterna-
tive plans would have my son bounced between home, school, and 
daycare on various days. The ELC provides a consistent, reliable 
schedule for him.  After figuring out  daycare costs, busing issues and 
other transportation, I realized the expense was a nominal increase to 
what I would be spending anyway.
 - Angie & David Raabe 

While public 
education, 
particularly 
early childhood 
learning, has 
become 
politicized by 
budgetary 
constraints, we 
have doubled-
down on this 
commitment to 
our children. As 
a result, I 
believe we 
provide the
absolute best 

            A full day of kindergarten allows time for art, music, fitness,    
   cooking, and field trips as well as reading, writing, math, science,  
    and social studies.  I am amazed by how many songs, prayers,  
     facts, and ideas my daughter comes home talking about. 
       - Dr. & Mrs. Michael and Trisha Mangan
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Visit us online at
www.olcelc.com for
more information!

         Our sons attended full day kindergarten-  
it was incredible! Both boys entered 1st grade
and tested above the rest of the class. The 
only kids performing at their level were kids 
that had attended kindergarten at ELC with
them!  I strongly believe that your program 
is a large part of the reason that my kids 
are in the gifted program now!
 - MaryAnn & Chris Reiss


